
 

Program title:  Examinations & Qualifications 

Age range:  All 

Ability:   All abilities welcome 

Location:  MLC-Academy, Nottingham 

Duration:  Ongoing weekly or fortnightly sessions 

Instrumentation:  Bass, Drumset, Guitar, Piano and Theory 

Level: Grades 1 – 8 practical and theory, Performance certificates, Undergraduate diplomas and 

Postgraduate diplomas 

 
Info 
 
Music examinations are a method of formally assessing the accomplishments of people learning musical instruments. 
 
Although there are music examinations available to school and university students alongside other regular 
qualifications and assessments, there are also a number of independent bodies who solely provide assessment in 
musical ability which are open to all. 
 
Most people who enter these exams have taken a course of music lessons with a private tutor or music organisations 
such as MLC Academy.  
 
Music exams are set in both theory and practical aspects. The theory examinations are taken by pupils of all instruments 
and typically cover areas such as musical notation, construction of scales and composition. 
 
The practical exams concentrate on the particular instrument favoured by the pupil, for example piano, guitar or drum 
kit. They cover elements such as playing set pieces, scales, sight reading, aural awareness and more. 
 
In the United Kingdom the music exams are graded from 1 to 8, with grade 1 being the entry level, and grade 8 being 
the standard required for entry to higher study in a music college. The largest examination board is the Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM). The other examination boards are Trinity Guildhall (formerly 
Guildhall and Trinity, which merged in 2007); London College of Music Examinations; and the National College of 
Music London and Rockschool. 
 
MLC Academy caters for the following boards: 
 
ABRSM 
Rockschool 
Trinity Guildhall 
 
We can put students forward for exam grading if they wish, however examinations are not obligatory. Students should 
let us know near the start of their programme if they wish to be put forward for exams, as we will need to structure their 
lessons to the appropriate syllabus. 
 
Our team’s experience is first class and is very well suited to assist you or your child through the graded examination 
process. 
 
Related information 
 

�  MLC-Academy's Paul Hose compiled the Trinity College (London) 2004-2006 drum kit graded exam 
syllabus! Furthermore, MLC-Academy's Kirsty Proctor has spent many years teaching music at 
Nottingham's Clarendon College. 
 

�  Grades 6, 7 and 8 carry UCAS points that students can use during their university application process. 
 

�  Family members are most welcome at MLC-Academy! We are a family-run business and we try and cater 
for all of our Customer’s needs. 


